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A Tribute
By Mgs. I. S, Moorg, Lynchburg, Virginia

tiring investigation into the records, public and
private, of the family whose name it bears, it seems
3 & || fitting to present a slight tribute to the compiler
(L) and author of the book—Randolph Picton Rixey,

born at “Hilly Farm,” Culpeper County, Virginia.

Thoughtful and studious from his youth, he attended Roa-
noke College, Salem, Va., for two years, after which he went
to Richmond College, intending to prepare himself to enter
the ministry. He was unable to complete his training for the
ministry on account of trouble with his eyes, and after leaving
college he was engaged in the insurance business in Culpeper,
Va,, for a number of years.

I N offering this volume, the result of long and un-

In 1911, he decided to enter the ministry, and after several
years in this work, he went to the Baptist Theological Seminary
at Louisville, Ky., for further study. He served several
churches, established others in neglected fields, and earned the
love and esteem of all to whom he ministered. His earnest-
ness of purpose and unfailing cheerfulness, as evidenced by a
winning smile, gave happiness to all with whom he came in
contact. ' i

For years he spent all of his spare time in looking into the
genealogy of the Rixey family. Never physically strong, his
health failed, and in 1931, he resigned from the ministry, with
the determination of devoting his time to the completion of the
records, which by slow, painstaking and often painful effort,
he had accumulated on the subject so dear to his heart.

He labored most earnestly, assorting, sifting, and accepting
only what to his critical mind was evidently truth. Strong and

it
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firm in his principles, the end came suddenly just as the fruition
of his loving work seemed near.

Completed from his exhaustive notes and partially written
manuscript, in the name of Randolph Picton Rixey, this work
is offered to his family and friends.

v
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Foreword

members of the family, it is very difficult for the
writer to keep himself out of the picture. The
9 & |\ memory of years of pleasant association with many
(_/gj)—) persons whose names are here recorded will inev-

itably lend coloring to the facts, which if not now
recorded, may be forever lost. These personal touches should
add life to the story, as it unfolds, and make a more readable
and interesting book.

The author has endeavored to be accurate as to names, dates
and places, as well as facts. At the same time it is only natural
that some members of the family will have to be relied upon
to tell their own story in their own way. Letters, which will
appear scattered through the book, are a very important part of
this story.

Two books have been printed dealing with some branches
of the Rixey family, but until this time no book has appeared
which has attempted to cover the history of the entire family.
This is what is undertaken in this book.

I am greatly indebted to the two authors who have preceded
me, They have each made a valuable contribution. However,
I have found it necessary to make a few corrections in the
statements in each of these books, as will later appear.

The books referred to are “The Life Story of Presley
Marion Rixey,” which I shall hereafter refer to as Dr. Rixey’s
book; and “The Sydney - Smith Clagett - Price and Allied
Families,” by Mrs. Lucy Montgomery Smith Price, which I
shall refer to as Mrs. Price’s book.

Both of these books were printed by the Shenandoah Pub-
lishing House of Strasburg, Virginia, and may be procured
from the publishers. The latter may be obtained also from the
author at Scarboro, West Virginia.

I N writing a history of one’s family, including living

THE AUTHOR






SOME INVESTIGATIONS
of the

ORIGIN AND HISTORY
of the
RIXEY FAMILY
by
RANDOLPH PICTON RIXEY, of CULPEPER, VIRGINIA

the year 1882 and continued, as opportunity offered,
to the vear 1932.

& The information is taken from old family Bibles,
tombstones, letters from interested relatives, notes
made during personal interviews with some of the
oldest living members of the family in 1882 and subsequently,
as well as court records in Fairfax, Prince William, Fauquier,
Culpeper and other counties in Virginia. Research has also
been made in the Congressional Library at Washington, D. C.;
State Library, Richmond, Va.; and other public libraries.

T HIS record is the result of investigations begun in

Among the relatives consulted in 1882 were Dr. Samuel
Gibbs Rixey of Missouri; Mrs. Frances Rixey Morehead, the
widow of James Morehead; Mrs. Martha Frances Rixey of
“Rose Dale,” the widow of James Richard Rixey; and Presley
Morehead Rixey, who was blind and lived at Culpeper, Va.
Besides the above there was also my father, Samuel Rixey, Jr.,
who lived at “Hilly Farm” about two miles north of Culpeper,
Va. All the above have now been dead for many years.

Among the Bibles consulted were those at “Hilly Farm”
and “Rose Dale,” as well as those belonging to Richard S.
Rixey, Charles William Rixey, Thomas Cornet Rixey, William
Rixey, and others. Some of these Bibles are still to be found.
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There are several at “Rose Dale.” The Charles William Rixey
Bible is in the hands of his daughter, Mrs. Edgar Wayland.
The Thomas Cornet Rixey Bible is held by his granddaughter,
Mrs. Andrew Taylor of Whites, Caroline County, Va. The
“Hilly Farm” Bible is in the possession of my sister, Mrs.
R. F. Pitzer of Washington, D. C. Mrs., C. P. Everett of
Camden Point, Mo., has the Bible of William Rixey, her great
grandfather.

I am greatly indebted to all the above mentioned sources. of
information, as well as to many members of the family, who
by letters and otherwise, have assisted me in this undertaking.

This investigation was begun at the suggestion of my father,
Samuel Rixey, Jr., and Dr. Samuel Gibbs Rixey of Gower,
Clinton County, Missouri. Dr. Rixey was on a visit to
relatives in Virginia and visited our home at “Hilly Farm” in
the year 1882. In a conversation there at that time the im-
portance of this research was mentioned, and I made my first
notation of names and dates. After his return to Missouri,
Dr. Rixey wrote me several letters which I still have, and
extracts from which will be found later in this book.



EXPLANATIONS

OME explanations are needed as to the line engrav-
S ings in this book. '

(1.) Where a person has several names, as John
William Hunton Rixey, the name underscored on
Cﬂ% the engraving indicates the name by which the
person was usually called, so far as known. For
instance, John William Hunton Rixey, so marked, means that
he was cM]ohn.

(2.) The first date under a name is the birth. The second
date is the death. The date on the trunk or the limb of the
tree, between names of husband and wife, indicates date of
marriage, and in some instances, the name of the officiating
minister is given, if known. Sometimes none of these dates
are known. “B” stands for birth, “D” for death, and “M” for
marriage date.

(3.) Where there has been more than one wife, the children
of each wife are indicated, as far as possible and where known.
Where there have been only two wives, this is easy, and a
crooked line across the trunk or the limb of the tree suffices.
Sometimes a special notation is needed, as in the case of Dr.
Samuel Gibbs Rixey of Missouri, who was married four times.

(4.) The six Roman numerals are used to represent the six
sons of Richard Rixey, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth. The
numeral I is exhausted before beginning with II. John and
all of his line are marked I; Richard and his line, II; Samuel
and his line, III; Presley and his line, IV ; Charles and his
line, V; and William and his line, VI.

(5.) Several sheets of blank paper, suitable for writing
with pen and ink, will be found in the back of the book. These
are intended for future records in order that the family history
may be continued.






Famrrax CounTty RECORDS

AIRFAX County was formed from Prince William

F County in 1742. The records of Fairfax County,
Va., if complete, might throw considerable light on

; the subject we have in hand. Unfortunately, these
&{NS records, except the indexes, are often missing

where most needed.

It appears that a certain Richard Ricksey (note the spelling)
bought property from Thomas King between 1750 and 1754.
(Liber C, page 406.) Also the same party sold property to
George Lamkin between 1770 and 1773: (Libri I and K,
pages 343-346.) Unfortunately pages 392 to 527, inclusive,
are torn out of Liber C, and Libri I and K are missing, the
above information. having been obtained from the index to
deeds. There is a later record, however, which shows that the
two transactions referred to concerned the same piece of land,
and that this Richard Ricksey also spelled his name Rixey.
Under dates of March 17 and 18, 1787, George Lamkin of
Prince William County, Va., sold by deeds of lease and release
to Willoughby Tebbs, of the same county, a certain tract of
land in Fairfax County containing 337%% acres, described as
lying on the north side of Occoquan Run, bounded by said
run, Wolf Run, Stinard’s Branch, and the lands of Marma-
duke Beckwith and Eaton, being the whole of the land pur-
chased by the said Lamkin‘of Richard Rixey by deeds of lease
and release, bearing dates of August 1 and 2, 1771. By way
of further description, it is stated that this property was pur-
chased and conveyed to the said Rixey by Thomas King and
Sarah, his wife, by deeds of lease and release, dated the 17th
and 1gth of March, 1753. (See Liber Q, pages 383 and 384.)

I am convinced that this is the same party as the Richard
Ricksey, who appears in the Prince William County records
about the same period of time. The name is spelled “Ricksey”
and also “Rixey” in both counties, and there is no record of
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any “Rixey” family other than the family with which this
book deals.

It appears that there was also a William Ricksey in Fairfax
County, as shown by his will without date, which was pre-
sented for probate March 31, 1752. (See Liber A-1, page
507.) In this will, the name is spelled in several different
ways, but the signature is written very distinctly “Ricksey.”
This will begins as follows:

“In the name of God, Amen. I, William Rackee of Truro Parish in
the County of Fairfax, I do here make my last will and testament with
God and to all men. I recommended my soul to God and my body to the
earth, . . .”

He provided that his widow was to have her third of his
property, and referred to her as “Hanney Ricksey.” He re-
ferred to his son as “John Racksey” and again as “John
Ricksey,” and required that he attend school from ten to four-
teen years of age, and be “a free man at seventeen.” Provision
was further made that should his widow marry again, and
should her husband be cross with the son, his godfather was
to take him away and bring him up. Bequests of twenty
shillings each were left to Daniel Lewis and John Carpenter
for schooling. The executors were John Peter Salter and his
son, John Salter.

William Ricksey may or may not have been related to
Richard Ricksey, who lived in Prince William County, and
who bought and sold land in Fairfax County, but it is believed
that they were related, probably brothers. This.would appear
to substantiate a tradition in the family, which was told to me
by my father. He said that he understood that two Rixey
brothers (probably Richard Ricksey and William Ricksey)
came together to America, and, on their arrival in this country,
they married two sisters who came over on the same ship. No
further reference has been found to William Ricksey or to
his family in the records so far located. It is believed that
John either died without issue, or that he moved away, but the
records are so incomplete that it is impossible to make any
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definite statement concerning him. With Richard it is different,
for the same name appears in Prince William County about the
same date and later.

It is also a significant fact that the first references we have to
both William Ricksey and Richard Ricksey (Richard Riccia),
they were living in Truro Parish. In William Ricksey’s will
he identified himself as “of Truro Parish in the County of
Fairfax,” and the first reference we have to Richard Riccia
(known also as “Richard Ricksey” and “Richard Rixey” in
both Prince William and Fairfax County records), was his
purchase of a tract of 220 acres of land in Prince William
County in 1740. In that deed he is referred to as “a planter”
living in Truro Parish, Prince William County.






Prince Wirniam County RECORDS

and King George Counties in 1730, and was named
in honor of Prince William, the son of George I1.
& The name of Richard Ricksey appears a number
of times in the Prince William County records, and
he is believed to be the same man as the one who
bought and sold land in Fairfax County, as already stated the
period of time is about the same. The land bought in Fairfax
County was on the Occoquan River, which divides the two
counties, and Richard Ricksey was known to have owned land
in Prince William County on a branch of the Occoquan, so
it is probable that these properties were in close proximity.
As previously stated, both of these parties were referred to also
as Richard Rixey. In Prince William County, however, the
names ‘“Ricksey” and “Rixey” appear to have been used inter-
changeably over a long period of time, as is shown in the court
records examined, which covered the period from 1751 to
1768. In these books he is sometimes referred to as “Richard
Ricksey” and sometimes as “Richard Rixey.” The following
references are quoted in this connection.

In Court Order Book No. 1, 1751 to 1753, under date of
July 26, 1753, we find Richard Ricksey, plaintiff, and John
Calvert, defendant, in a suit for debt. The case was continued
from court to court, and -when finally settled at a court held
March 25, 1755, the name was spelled “Rixey.” (See Court
Order Book No. 2, page 195.) This is not the first time we
find the name spelled “Rixey,” but it is the first positive proof
we have that this man spelled his name both “Ricksey” and
“Rixey.”

In Court Minute Book, July, 1752, page 48, we find a record
of Mark Brown vs. Richard Rixey, under date of July 29,
1752. :

In Court Order Book, 1751 to 1753, page 76, under date
of November 27, 1752, we find Richard Ricksey serving on

P RINCE William County was formed from Stafford
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the grand jury, and on November 28, 1752, there is a reference
to his having appeared as a witness for Thomas King.

In Court Order Book, 1753 to 1755, page 222, under date
of May 26, 1755, Richard Rixey was appointed surveyor of the
road “in the room of John Morehead.”

In Court Order Book, 1761 to 1763, page 123, Richard
Rixey was mentioned as serving on the jury, May, 1762.

In Execution Book, 1765 to 1776, we find a reference.
Richard Ricksey, under date of June 16 to June 2o, 1766, was
associated with Bertrand Ewoll, the return day being set for
July. The report of the sheriff was that the paper was returned
by the plaintiff without being served. Again there is a record
of Richard Ricksey vs. Lazarus Taylor, dated July 2, 1767.

In the same Execution Book, 1765 to 1776, we find another
reference. Richard Rixey, plaintiff, and Richard Graham,
defendant, under date of March 15, 1765. This is miore than
one year previous to the reference to Richard Ricksey and
Bertrand Ewoll. Again Richard Rixey, plaintiff, and Samuel
Baylis, defendant, were mentioned under date of June 13, 1765.
Again the name of Richard Rixey appears in connection with
the names of Alexander McPherson and T. Mason in a cer-
tain matter, July 12, 1768,

In Bond Book, August 23, 1756, is the record of a bond with
the names of Lucy Peake, William Peake, Edward Humpston,
Richard Rixey and George Calvert, securing the Court that
Lucy Peake and William Peake would make a true and perfect
inventory as executors of the last will and testament of John
Peake, etc. )

However, there is an older reference than any previously
mentioned, which is the oldest so far found. This throws
light on the matter under discussion, and incidentally gives
us a hint as to the nationality of our ancestors, as will be seen
from the information given in the following paragraph.

In Deed Book E, pages 92, 93 and 94, we find that a certain
Richard Riccia (note the spelling) bought of William and
Elizabeth Champe, in the year of 1740, a tract of 220 acres of
land, fully described. Referring to Deed Book X, pages 483-
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484, we find that this same tract of land, 220 acres by the
same metes and bounds, was sold to Luke and Francis Cannon
by Richard Rixey (note the spelling) and his wife Elizabeth,
and it was definitely stated that he was the son of Richard
Riceia, who was the purchaser in 1740. This last sale was in
March, 1791. This gives definite information, which takes us
back to the year of 1740, and also shows that the spelling of
the name was changed from “Riccia” to “Rixey” between 1740
and 1791. As a matter of historical interest, these deeds are
quoted in full at the conclusion of this chapter.

As already stated, Prince William County was formed from
Stafford County and King George County in 1730. Stafford
County was formed from Westmoreland County in 1675. The
names, Riccia, Ricksey and Rixey, do not appear in existing
records in Stafford, King George or Westmoreland Counties
at an earlier date than 1740, so far as can be found, but many
records were lost or destroyed during the War Between the
States. If lost or stolen records are ever recovered, it is
possible that other valuable information may be discovered in
these counties.

Another and later deed in Prince William County is recorded
in Deed Book 8, page 355, as follows: Richard Rixey, Samuel
Rixey, James Noland and Peter Trone conveyed to Thomas C.
Scott of Stafford County, 100 acres of land, more or less, on a
branch of the Occoquan, called Champs Mill Run, in Prince
William County. The two Rixeys named were brothers, sons
of Richard Rixey, Jr., and grandsons of Richard Riccia.
Richard Rixey was living then in Fauquier County, and Sam-
uel in Culpeper County, as is shown by their acknowledgments
before the justices of the peace in their respective counties.
Richard signed before John Kemper and William Bell, Justices
of the Peace of Fauquier County, under date of September 23,
1820, and Samuel signed before Thomas Spindle and William
Broadus, Justices of the Peace of Culpeper County, under
date of July 17, 1820. The date of this deed was 1820. Three
years before this date, Samuel Rixey, who was my grandfather,
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moved from Fauquier County and bought a farm, known as
“Hilly Farm,” in Culpeper County, Va., about two miles north
of the town of Culpeper.

As Richard Riccia bought 220 acres of land in 1740, of
William and Elizabeth Champe, the Champs Mill Run is sug-
gestive as this name was used in describing the tract of 100
acres of land sold in 1820, to Thomas C. Scott by Richard
Rixey, Samuel Rixey, et als. However, this 100 acres was not
a part of the purchase of 220 acres, for that tract of land had
been sold by Richard Rixey, Jr., son of Richard Riccia, in
March, 1791, to Luke and Francis Cannon, as already stated.
This Champe family probably furnished the Revolutionary
soldier whose home site is marked on the road between Middle-
burg and Aldie in Loudoun County, Va. His name was John
Champe.

THIS INDENTURE made this eighteenth day of September in the
fourteenth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George ye Second by
the Grace of God of Great Britain France & Ireland King defender of the
faith Anno Domini 1740, Between William Champe of Hamilton Parish in
the County of Prince William planter of the one part and Richard Riccia
of the Parish of Truro in the county aforesaid planter of the other part
Witnesseth that the said William Champe for and in Consideration of the
sum of five shillings of lawful money to him in hand paid by the said
Richard Riccia the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged hath granted
bargained and sold and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell unto
the said Riccia all that tract or parcel of land with the appurtenances
situate lying & being in the Parish of Hamilton in the County aforesaid
containing two hundred & twenty acres be the same more or less and
bounded as followeth (Viz.) Beginning at a Red Oak Sapling corner tree
to Valentine Peyton & extending thence South fifty deges.. West seventy
two poles to a White Qak thence South East two hundred seventy two
poles to a Red Oak on a levell ground thence to the Westermost head of a
Branch called the poplar fork branch thence down the said branch the
meanders and courses thereof till it comes opposite to a corner of Valentine
Peyton thence with Peyton to the beginning, being part of a Deed Granted
to the said William Champe from the proprietors of the Northern Neck
dated the tenth day of February MDCCXXYV. for four hundred and
eighteen acres. And all houses outhouses buildings yards gardens orchards
woods underwoods trees ways waters & watercourses profits comoditys
advantages & hereditaments whatsoever to the said tract or parcell of
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land & premises belonging or in any wise appertaining & every part and
parcel thereof and the reversion and reversions remainder and remainders
rents issues & profits of the said premises abovementioned and of every
part & parcel thereof with their and every of their appurtenances. TO
HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract or parcel of land & premises
above mentioned and every part and parcel thereof with the appurtenances
unto the said Richard Riccia his Executors Adminrs. & Assigns from the
day of the date of these presents for and during and unto the {ull end
and term of one whole year from thence next ensuing & fully to be
compleat and ended yielding and paying therefore the rent of one Ear of
Indian Corn upon the last day of the said term if the same shall be lawfully
demanded to the intend & purpose that by virtue of these presents by force
of the Statute for transferring uses into possession he the said Richard
Riccia may be in the actual possession of all & singular the said premises
above mentioned with the appurtenances & thereby be enabled to accept &
take a grant & Release of the reversion & Inheritance thereof to him and
his heirs to the only proper use and behoof of him the said Richard Riccia
and of his heirs and assigns for ever. IN WITNESS whereof he the
said William Champe hath hereunto set his hand and affixed his Seale the
day month and year first above written.
Wm. Champe (SEAL)
her
Elizabeth E Champe
mark

Signed Seald & Delivered
in the presence of us

John Ashford

Wm. Berkley

Edw. Washington

Recd of Richard Riccia five shillings of lawful money the Consideration
within expressed to be paid to me I say recd. the eighteenth day of
September MDCCXL., ' Wm. Champe

At a Court held for Prince William County September z2d. 1740 Wil-
liam Champe acknowledged this Lease with the Receipt endorsed to be his
acts & deeds and they were thereupon admitted to record.

Test Catesby Cooke Ct. Cur.

A true copy: Clerk
Deed Book E, pages 02, 93, and 94.

Prince William County Records.

The release of this conveyance was signed on September 19,
1740, and acknowledged at a Court held for Prince William
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County on September 22, 1740. (Deed Book E, pages o4,
95, and 96.)

THIS INDENTURE made this 17th day of March in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven (hundred) and ninety one Between Richard
Rixey of the County of Fauquier and Commonwealth of Virginia and
Elizabeth, his wife, of the one part, and Luke Cannon and Francis Cannon
of the County of Prince William and Commonwealth aforesaid of the other
part, Witnesseth that the said Richard Rixey for and in consideration of
the sum of 81 pounds current money of Virginia to him the said Richard
Rixey in hand paid by the said Luke Cannon and Francis Cannon, the
receipt whereof the said Richard Rixey doth hereby acknowledge, and
they the said Richard Rixey and Elizabeth, his wife, have bargained, sold
and delivered unto the said Luke Cannon and Francis Cannon all that
tract or parcel of land with its appurtenances, situate, lying and being
in the County of Prince William aforesaid containing 220 acres, be the
same more or less, and bounded as follows, Viz. Beginning at a red oak
sapling corner tree to Valentine Peyton and extending thence So. 50
degrees W. 72 poles to a white oak, thence So. Et. 272 poles to a red oak
on a level ground thence to the westermost head of a branch called the
poplar fork branch thence down the said branch the meanders and coutses
thereof till it comes opposite to a corner of Valentine Peyton, thence with
said Peyton to the Beginning, it being a part of a tract of land granted
to a certain William Champe by the proprietors of the Northern Neck by
Deed Dated tenth Day of February 1725 for four hundred and eighteen
acres which said Land hereby conveyed was by Deeds of Lease & Release
Dated the 18th & 19th Days of September, 1740, and duly recorded in
Prince William County Court conveyed to Richard Ricia father of Richard
Rixey, party to these presents;, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said
tract of land and every appurtenance to the same in any wise appertaining
unto the said Luke Cannon & Francis Cannon their heirs Executors
Administrators & assigns for ever, and they, the said Richard Rixey &
Elizabeth, his wife, for themselves, their heirs Executors & Administrators
the said bargained premises unto the said Luke Cannon and Francis
Cannon their heirs Executors Administrators & assigns do by these
presents forever warrant & defend against the claim of all and every
person or persons whatsoever. In witness whereof the said Richard
Rixey & Elizabeth, his wife, have hereunto set their hands & affixed their
seals the Day & year first within written.

Richard Rixey (Seal)
Elizabeth Rixey (Seal)
Signed & Delivered
In Presence of
Wm. Attwell John Williams
Philip Dawe Richard Scott
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Received the day & year first within written of and from the within
named Luke Cannon & Francis Cannon the sum of Eighty-one Pounds
Current Money the consideration within mentioned to be paid by them to
me.

Richard Rixey
Witnessed
William Attwell
Philip Dawe
John Williams
Richard Scott

At a Court held for Prince William County the 4th Day of April 1701.
This Deed & the Receipt thereon from Richard Rixey to Luke Cannon
and Francis Cannon was proved by the oaths of Philip Dawe, John
Williams & William Attwell and ordered to be recorded.

Teste Robert Graham Ct. Cur.

Clerk.
Copied from Deed Book X, pages 483 and 484.
Prince William County Records.






Favuquirr County RECORDS

AUQUIER County was formed from Prince Wil-
F liam County in 1759, and named for Francis
Fauquier, Governor of Virginia from 1758 to 1767.
P These records are very valuable, being complete
&,ﬂ% and well preserved, and an examination of them
shows that many of the Rixey family owned real
estate in this county over a period of years, some of them be-
coming large landholders. This is particularly true of Richard
Rixey, Jr., and his sons, Richard and Samuel, as well as two
of the sons of Samuel Rixey, Sr., namely, Benjamin Franklin
Rixey and John William Hunton Rixey.

There are on record in the Clerk’s Office at Warrenton, Va,,
three leases to which reference will be made here as they give a
background for what follows. The preamble of all of these
leases is practically the same, and reads as follows:

“Denny Fairfax, lately called Deuny Martin, of Leeds Castle, in. the
County of Kent and Kingdom of Great Britain, Clerk, a devisee and legatee
named in the last Will and Testament of the Right Honorable Thomas
Lord Fairfax, Baron of Cameron, in that part of Great Britain called
Scotland, and proprietor of the Northern Neck of Virginia, deceased, by
Thomas Bryan Martin, Esqr., of Greenway Court, County of Frederick
and State of Virginia, of the one part, . ..”

Under date of September 235, 1786, Deed Book g, page 290,
Denny Fairfax leased to John Morehead 258 acres of land,
and the witnesses to this lease were Richard Rixey, John Rixey
and Thomas Massie. The John Morehead mentioned, accord-
ing to the lease, had sons named William, Charles and James.
He was the son of John Morehead, Sr. (who died in 1768),
and was therefore brother-in-law of Richard Rixey who mar-
ried Elizabeth Morehead, November 16, 1764. Thomas Massie
was his son-in-law, as he married Mary Morehead, called
“Molly,” December 23, 1772. Under date of June 4, 1790,
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John Morehead gave his daughter, Mary Massie, a gift of
two negroes. (Deed Book 10, page 320, Fauquier County
Records.)

Under date of September 28, 1786, Deed Book 9, page 293,
Denny Fairfax leased to Richard Rixey “of Fauquier County,”
300 acres of land “during the natural life of Samuel Rixey,
and the lives of Presley Rixey and Charles Rixey, his sons.”
The lease required that Richard Rixey build a house for a
dwelling, same to be 16 x 20 feet and to have a chimney of
brick or stone. It also required Richard Rixey to plant out
and keep in good order an orchard of 100 apple trees. The
witnesses to this lease were Thomas Massie, John Morehead
and John Rixey. Thus it appears that John Morehead and
Richard Rixey acted as witnesses for each other. John Rixey,
who acted as a witness to both leases, was the eldest son of
Richard Rixey and was not quite sixteen years of age at that
time.

It is very evident that the Richard Rixey referred to above
is the same man as the one whose name appears in the records
of Prince William County as Richard Rixey, Jr., and he is
also the one who, in 1791, sold the 220 acres of land bought
in 1740 by his father, Richard Riccia. This Richard Rixey,
Jr., is the only Richard Rixey who had sons named Samuel,
Presley and Charles. He also had a son, Richard, who at this
time was about twelve years of age, and in later Fauquier
County records he is also called Richard Rixey, Jr. It is very
confusing to find in these records so many Richard Rixeys,
and two of them called Richard Rixey, Jr.

" After considerable research, it has been proved that there
were three Richard Rixeys in succession. The first is more
clearly identified as “Richard Riccia” of Prince William
County; his son, who married Elizabeth Morehead, will be
identified as Richard Rixey, Jr.; and his son, Richard, will be
referred to as Richard Rixey, I1I, of Fauquier County, as he
lived and died in that county. He married Mary Morehead,
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called “Polly,” daughter of Presley Morehead. It has also
been confusing to find so many Elizabeth and Polly Moreheads.

The Presley Rixey mentioned in his father’s lease is the first
Presley Rixey to appear in this history.

Under date of February 21, 1787, Deed Book g, page 276,
Denny Fairfax leased to John Rixey 180 acres of land during
the natural life of John and Richard Rixey, his brother, and
Janney Rixey, his sister. The three named above were the
children of Richard Rixey, Jr., who obtained the lease of 300
acres mentioned previously, but they were older than Samuel,
Presley and Charles. The same provision was made in this
lease for the erection of a dwelling and the planting of an
orchard. The witnesses were William Lane, Smith Jchnson,
George Johnson, Matthew Neale and Richard Rixey (father
of John). It will be noted that all of the children of Richard
Rixey, Jr., except Mary and William, are mentioned in these
two leases. William was not born until 1788.

Referring briefly to the children named in these two leases
to the Rixeys, it is well to state here, in order to further identify
them, that John, Presley and Charles all moved to Culpeper
County, Va., and bought land near what is now known as
Rixeyville. Their father, Richard Rixey, Jr., also moved to
Culpeper County and purchased a farm known as “Mount
Pleasant,” near Rixeyville, where he died in 1808. Samuel,
his son, first lived in Fauquier County near Salem, now known
as Marshall, and in 1817 purchased property near the town of
Culpeper, Va., known as “Hilly Farm,” where he lived until
his death in 1866. Richard Rixey, mentioned in the lease with
John and his sister, Janney, remained in Fauquier County and
became a large landowner. His farm, known as “Rock Spring,”
is now owned by Fairfax Harrison, President of the Southern
Railway Company, and is called “Belvoir.” Janney Rixey, the
sister mentioned in the last lease, was named Virginia. Very
little is known of her, except that she married a Dowell and
moved to Kentucky.

In Minute Book, 1768-1772, page 495, Richard Rixey was
appointed “Surveyor of the road in the room of Thomas Bart-
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lett, and it is ordered that he with the Tithables belonging to
the said road do clear and keep the same in repair according
to law.”

Minute Book, 1773-1780, page 312, March 24, 1778. Richard
Rixey was recommended in the County Court as First Lieuten-
ant of Militia. IHe took the prescribed oath at the May Court,
May 25, 1778 (page 320). May 22, 1780, page 457, Richard
Rixey was recommended for Captaincy. He took the oath pre-
scribed, June 26, 1780, at June Court (page 459).

Minute Book, 1801-1803, page 755, Richard Rixey, Jr.,
resigned his office as Deputy Sheriff, January, 1803.

Richard Rixey was commissioned by the Governor as Cor-
oner, September 26, 1800. (Deed Book 14, page 834.)

Richard Rixey was a magistrate in 1814.

Richard Rixey was a Justice of the Peace, November 26,
1822.

Richard Rixey was appointed Sheriff, March 4, 1833.

Under date of November 24, 1834, Richard Rixey gave to
Andrew Barbee, in trust for Mary Morehead, one negro girl,
Sarah Ann, .and $70.00, the consideration being the regard
which he had for said Mary Morehead and divers other causes.
(Her husband was Presley Morehead.) Deed Book 35, page 14.



N ATIONALITY

the Rixey family as to the origin of the family. In
this chapter an effort is made to summarize all
& || information thus far obtained in order to assist in
&y future investigations. Claims have been made that
we are of English, Irish and French descent, or a
mixture of all. Whatever the nationality in the beginning,
there was soon an admixture of Scotch through marriage into
the Morehead family, Richard Rixey, Jr., son of Richard
“Riccia,” having married Elizabeth Morehead on November
16, 1764. The Morehead family came from Scotland, and
their genealogical record is a matter of history.

Elizabeth Morehead, who married Richard Rixey, Jr., was
Elizabeth Brixtraw Morehead, daughter of John Morehead,
Sr., of Fauquier County, Va., who was referred to in her
father’s will as “Elizabeth Brixtraw.” For further information
on this subject, see chapter on Fauquier County wills and also
the sketch of Richard Rixey, Jr. From this union have come
all the Rixeys of whom we have any record. The name Presley
has been handed down from the Morehead farnily. '

There is an indication of Latin origin in the early spelling
of the name of the original ancestor of the Rixey family,
Richard “‘Riccia,” whose name appears in the Prince William
County records in 1740. For further information concerning
this, see chapter on Prince William County records and also
the sketch of Richard Riccia. In Dr. Rixey’s book, on page
180, he spells the name “Riccie,” which is incorrect. With
this exception, I commend the three pages which he devotes
to the ancestry of the Rixey family. It is of the utmost
importance that the original spelling of the name be correctly
given in a genealogy in order to trace the origin.

Mrs. Price, in her book, with one exception, also misspells
this name, She spells the name “Ricia,” instead of “Riccia.”
The name appears correctly on page 197. Mrs. Price, on page
223, seems to connect David Rizzio, an Italian, who was in-
fluential in the court of Mary, Queen of Scots, with the “Ric-

T HERE are a number of opinions among members of
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cia” family. There is, however, no evidence to substantiate
this connection. :

I have letters from Wellington Woodford Rixev and his
brother, William Joseph' Rixey, of Missouri, sons of Charles
William Rixey of Rixeyville, Va., in which they both stated
that they had always understood that the Rixey family was of
French descent. Charles William Rixey, in his Bible, made
a notation that he had heard that we were Irish. This dif-
ference of opinion between the father and the two sons, leads
us to believe that they were merely surmising, and not much
dependence can be put in these statements. This Bible record
is further discredited by the fact that, in 1853, Charles William
Rixey stated that his grandfather’s name was John, and two
years later he made a notation in his Bible that he was mis-
taken, and that the name should have been Richard. His
explanation was that he had mistaken the name of one of his
uncles for that of his grandfather. Charles William Rixey’s
Bible record is further discredited by the statement that the
Morehead family were English. There is no doubt whatsoever
about the Moreheads being of Scotch descent.

It is not a question as to the port from which the original
ancestor of the Rixey family embarked to reach this country.
Were that the question, any of the above conjectures might be
correct, but the question is from what country did the family
come originally. There is not the slightest indication of
Scotch, Irish or English in the original spelling of the name,
“Riccia.”

While discussing the subject of the nationality of the Rixey
family, I shall quote the opinion of Dr. Samuel Gibbs Rixey
of Missouri, who was the son of Richard Rixey, III, of
Fauquier County, Va. In a letter, dated August, 1885, he
made the following statement with reference to his grand-
father. “My understanding is that he was from England, and
of French descent, as our name indicates. He died many years
ago, before my recollection. I think you are correct, his name
was Richard, as was my father.”

It should be noted in this connection, that it was not then
known that there were three Richard Rixeys in succession, and



TrE RIXEY GENEALOGY 23

Dr. Rixey had confused the tradition in the family concerning
Richard “Riccia,” with his grandfather, Richard Rixey, Jr.,
who was born in Prince William County, Va.

It is a matter of interest while tracing the origin of the
Rixey family to note some of the personal characteristics
of members of the older generation. The distinctive charac-
teristics seemed to have been fair complexions, blue eves,
clear cut features (some with decided Roman noses), rather
slender build, and height above the average, many of the men
being six feet or over, while the women also in some instances
were above the average height. These characteristics are.
evident in the numerous old family portraits, which are re-
ferred to in the various sketches in this book, and are also
noted among some members of the family of this generation.

In this connection it is also of interest to note that as a
family, they were people of strong convictions, this being
particularly true with regard to their religious beliefs. Some
of my father’s papers read almost like sermons, showing clearly
his deep religious convictions. Further reference will be made
to this in the chapter entitled “Religion of the Farly Rixeys.”

In attempting to trace the origin of the name, “Riccia,” the
following references have been found to the “Ricci” family.
In Fox’s “Book of Martyrs,” on page 144, this statement
is made:

“At the commencement of the sixteenth century, three Italian mis-
sionaries, named Roger, the Neapolitan, Pasis of Bologna and Matthew

Ricci of Mazarata, entered China with a view to establishing Christianity
there.”

In 1858, Corrado Ricci wrote a book entitled “Art in North-
ern Italy.” An Italian grammar was written by Luigi Ricci
in 1842. In this connection it should be noted that the name
still continues in Italy as “Ricci,” as an Ambassador to the
United States from Italy in recent years bore the name of
“Rieci.”

In every instance above referred to, the name, “Ricci,” lacked
only the final “a” to be the identical name of the first ancestor
of the Rixey family whom we have been able to locate. Feel-
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ing assured that there was some connection between Richard
“Riccia,” who appeared in Prince William County, Va., in
1740, and the name, “Ricci,” which was in Italy about the
same time and which still continues there, I wrote a letter of
inquiry to Dr. D. G. Whittinghill, a Baptist missionary at
Rome, Ttaly, asking his help in the matter and explaining what
I desired. He referred my letter to a Baptist minister whom he
knew at Florence, who replied as follows:
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If, as seems evident, the Rixey family is of Italian origin,
their ancestors must have come originally from northern Italy,
judging from the fair complexions and blue eyes which pre-
vailed among members of the family of the older generation.
This seems further substantiated by the letter from the Rev-
erend Ignazio Rivera of Florence, Italy, dated January 8, 1932,
in which he mentions the large number of the “Ricci” family
living in Florence at the present time. As a matter of more
than ordinary interest, a copy of the coat of arms of the
“Ricci” family of Italy has been procured and is reproduced
in this book in full colors. There are also reproduced two later
letters from Mr. Rivera in which he gives the origin of the
Riccia family in Genoa and explains the details of the coat
of arms. CHIESA EVANGELICA BATTISTA
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Ricuarp Riccia

cerning Richard Riccia, the ancestor of -all the
Rixey family of whom we have any record, has
@ || heen secured from the records of Prince William
and Fairfax Counties, Va. According to the earliest
records so far located, he was living in Truro
Parish, Prince William County, in 1740, when he purchased a
tract of 220 acres of land in Hamilton Parish in the same
county from William and Elizabeth Champe. See reference
to Deed Book E, pages 92-94, in chapter entitled “Prince Wil-
liam County Records.” In this deed, Richard Riccia is referred
to as a “planter,” showing that he already owned other land,
probably in Prince William County, as the deed states he was
living in Truro Parish, Prince William County. The older
deed book, however, is missing. Should the record of this
first purchase of land ever be located, it is probable that it
might contain the information as to where he came from, and
when he first settled in Prince William County.

This tract of 220 acres of land, purchased by Richard Riccia,
was sold by Richard Rixey, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth, in
1791, and it was definitely stated in the deed that he was the
son of Richard Riccia. See also the chapter concerning Prince
William County records. This information takes us back to
the year 1740, and also shows that the name was changed from
. “Riceia,” to “Rixey.”

Reference has already been made to the fact that the names
“Ricksey” and “Rixey” appear to have been used interchange-
ably over a long period of time, as was shown by an examina-
tion of the court records, covering the period from 1751 to
1768, Nine references were found, believed to refer to Richard
- Riccia, in six of these he was called “Richard Rixey,” and in
" three, “Richard Ricksey.” This matter has been discussed
fully in the chapter, “Prince William County Records,” where

P RACTICALLY all the information obtained con-
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on the first page definite proof was given that this man spelled
his name both “Ricksey’” and “Rixey,” as it became Anglicized.

In Fairfax County records, the name of Richard Ricksey
appears several times, during the period from 1750 to 1773.
See chapter entitled “Fairfax County Records.” I am convinced
that all these references are to one and the same man, who was
originally known as ‘“Richard Riccia,” and who was later
called “Richard Ricksey” and “Richard Rixey,” in both Fair-
fax and Prince William Counties.

In the chapter, “Fairfax County Records,” is a reference to
William Ricksey, his wife, Hanney, and his son, John. This
William Ricksey is believed to be the brother of “Richard
Riccia,” also known as ‘‘Richard Ricksey,” and ‘“Richard
Rixey.” This would substantiate the tradition in the family
that.the two brothers (probably William Ricksey and Richard
Ricksey) came together to America. For further information,
see the chapter on Fairfax County records.

So far as the records show, Richard Riccia had one son,
Richard Rixey, Jr. This has been previously mentioned in this
sketch, where reference was made to his selling the tract of
land purchased by his father. In Deed Book Q), page 561,
Prince William County records, we find a deed of gift from
Richard Rixey (Richard Riccia) to Richard Rixey, Jr., of
two negroes, a woman named Hagar and a man named Tom.
It was stated that Tom was already in the possession of his son,
Richard Rixey, Jr. This deed of gift is dated March 8, 1768.

From a record found in Fauquier County it is thought that
he also had a daughter, named Elizabeth, who married a
Dowell. In Will Book 3, page 497, Fauquier County records,
under date of January 18, 1804, is found the iollowing entry:

“Fauquier Court, in the November term, 1803, appointed William
Clarkson, Joseph Smith, James Foley, William Gibson, and Richard Rixey,
Sr., or any three, to divide the slaves of Elizabeth Dowell, deceased, among
her representatives, agreeable to a conveyance made her by Richard
Rixey, Sr., deceased, which is duly recorded in the County of Prince
William.”
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The representatives of Elizabeth Dowell were given as Pres-
ley Anderson, Samuel Moore and Sally, his wife, Elisha
Dowell, Jesse King and Setha, his wife, James Mallory and
Betsey, his wife, and Nehemiah Dowell.

The index to deeds in Prince William County shows a
reference, Rixey to Dowell, Book S, page 545. Deed Book S,
which covers the period from August, 1771, to November 8,
1774, is missing, but the “Richard Rixey, Sr., deceased,”
clearly refers to Richard Riccia of Prince William County, as
Richard Rixey, Jr., his son, and Richard Rixey, I1I, his grand-
son, were hoth living in 1803.

1f Deed Book S is ever located there is another conveyance
recorded therein which may be of value. This is shown in the
index as Rixey to Wogan, page 13.

The only information we have concerning Richard Riccia’s
wife is that her name was Elizabeth. This is shown in the
settlement of his estate, where her dower was set aside, under
date of October 3, 1786. (See Deed Book G, page 360, Prince
William County Records. )

The exact date of Richard Riccia’s death is not known, but
it evidently occurred in 1786, as under date of September s,
1786, in Will Book G, page 354, is found an inventory of his
personal property, made by Francis Foley, Thomas Davis and
James Peake, the name being given as “Richard Rixey.” This
inventory totals 520 Pounds, 10 Shillings and 4 Pence. There
are six negroes named and valued as follows:

Samuel, 75 Pounds Mimah, 73 Pounds
Mary, go Pounds Teopry, 65 Pounds
Lavinia, 40 Pounds Luy, 30 Jounds

In addition to the six above named, there re two others
called “Servants,” valued at 10 Pounds. Ther  are also listed
15 cattle, 4 horses, 3 spinning wheels, 3 canc esticks, 5 reap
hooks, 3 feather beds, and other household and kitchen furni-
ture usually listed in old inventories, including desks, chairs,
tables, also farming implements, etc. On application, the
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Clerk of the Court at Manassas, Va., will furnish, for a
reasonable fee, a certified copy of this or any other record to
those who may be interested.

In William F. Boogher’s book entitled “Gleanings of Vir-
ginia History,” we find on page 117 the poll for the election of
Burgesses for the County of Prince William in 1741, which
shows “Richard Ricksey” as voting for Colonel John Colville,
and, on page 118, we find him voting for Thomas Harrison.
This 1s clearly the same man who is mentioned in FExecution
Book in 1766, referred to in the chapter entitled “Prince Wil-
liam County Records,” as associated with Bertrand Ewoll,
and also the same man who bought 220 acres of land in 1740
as “Richard Riccia,” and also referred to in both Prince Wil-
liam and Fairfax Counties as “Richard Rixey.” As the spelling
of proper names in the early days was varied and uncertain, the
differences in the spelling of this name may be thus explained.

In this connection, the following is quoted from William
Armstrong Crozier’s book entitled “Virginia County Records
of Spotsylvania County.”

“Many instances have been found in which the surname in one document
was written in three and even in four different ways.”

No record has been found of the date of the death of
Richard Riccia’s wife, Elizabeth.
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Ricmarp Rixzey, Jr.

Born:
Died September, 1808

ICHARD RIXEY, Jr. sc far as known, was the
only son of Richard Riccia of Prince William
County, Va., and FElizabeth, his wife. Richard
Riccia’s name was also spelled “Ricksey” and
“Rixey,” as has been previously explained in the
chapter entitled “Prince William County Records,”

and also in the sketch of “Richard Riccia.”

Richard Rixey, Jr., is believed to have been born in Prince
William County, as no record has been found of his father’s
having lived in any other county. The date of his birth is not
known. He married Elizabeth Morehead, November 16, 1764,
as shown by the marriage records of Fauquier County, Va.
(Book I, page 113.) She was the daughter of John More-
head, Sr., of Fauquier County, and her full name was Elizabeth
Brixtraw Morehead, being referred to as “Elizabeth Brixtraw”
in her father’s will.

The marriage bond of Richard Rixey and Elizabeth More-
head was signed by William Morehead, believed to be her
brother. While there were five Elizabeths in the early More-
head families, the combination of an Elizabeth and a William
in the same family occurs only in those of John Morehead, Sr.,
and his two sons, John Morehead, Jr., and William Morehead.
The daughter of John Morehead, Jr., married William Trip-
lett, and William Morehead’s daughter married Bailey Rice.
This is fully explained in the chapter entitled “Wills.” Further
proof of the identity of the Elizabeth Morehead who married
Richard Rixey, Jr., is the statement of Mrs. Thomas Temple
Hill (Philippa Lewis Jones) that her aunt, Mrs. Fannie More-
head, daughter of John Rixey, said her grandmother’s name
was FElizabeth Brixtraw Morehead.
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It is also a significant fact that five of the sons and one
daughter born of the union of Richard Rixey, Jr., and Elizabeth
Morehead, were given the same names as those borne by some
of John Morehead’s children, namely, John, Charles, Samuel,
Presley, William, and Mary. Their other son was named for
his father, Richard. This accounts for all of the children of
Richard Rixey, Jr., and Elizabeth, his wife, with the exception
of another daughter, who was named Virginia. The name,
Presley, comes from the Morehead family.

Richard Rixey, Jr., called his wife “Betty,” and I judge from
what my father said that he was more lenient with the children
than was his wife, as it is said that he frequently remonstrated
with her, saying “Oh! Betty, let the children alone, remember
children will be children.”

Their early home may have been either in Prince William
County, where it is believed Richard Rixey, Jr., was born, or
in. Fauquier County, where he was married on November 16,
1764. It is probable that they lived first in Prince William
County. He is known to have been a resident of Fauquier
County as early as 1772, and it is probable that he acquired
land in that county prior to its separation from Prince William
County in 1759.  The records of Prince William County, how-
ever, are so incomplete that this can not be definitely deter-
mined. One of the early records of his acquiring land in
Fauquier County was a lease from Lord Fairfax, under date
of September 28, 1786, to “Richard Rixey of Fauquier
County,” of 300 acres of land during the lives of three of his
minor children, Samuel, Presley and Charles. See Deed Book o,
page 293, Fauquier County Records, and also the chapter en-
titled ‘“‘Fauquier County Records,” for further information
concerning this lease. An examination of the deed books of
Prince William, Fauquier and Culpeper Counties, shows that
Richard Rixey, Jr.,, owned considerable land in all three
counties.

In “Old Kentucky Entries and Deeds,” by Willard Rouse
Jillson, on page 142, we find the following record of land
grants in Kentucky.
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To Richard Rixey-—1,000 acres, Book 1, page 288. Dec.
27, 1782.

To Richard Rixey—1,000 acres, Book 3, page 17. Oct.
29, 1783.

To Richard Rixey—s5,800 acres, Book 3, page 39. Nov.
12, 1783.

It appears that all of this land was originally in Fayette
County, one of the three counties into which the District of
Kentucky was originally divided, and the following additional
information, obtained from certain old Survey Books of
Fayette County, was furnished by Mr. C. R. Staples of Lexing-
ton, Ky., under date of May 9, 1932.

“Survey Book ‘B’, page 307—Richard Rixey—dated April 7, 1785, by
James Morgan, D.S.F.C,, on entry made 27 December, 1782, on treasury
warrant No. 10,456 for 1,000 acres on Stoner and Hinkston fork of Licking

River—which is now.in Bourbon County, close to the Montgomery County
line.

“Survey Book ‘D, page 430—dated December 15, 1788, Richard Rixey—
entry dated October 29, 1783, on part of a treasury warrant No. 19,326 for
1,000 acres ‘on a creek emptying into Licking, eight or nine miles below the
lower Blue Licks, which would put this land in the present county of
Nicholas or Bracken.”

Information from another source shows that the entry of
November 12, 1783, for 5,800 acres, was also on treasury
warrant No. 19,326, which was for 6,800 acres. The following
reference to this entry is made in ““The Kentucky Land Grants,”
Chapter III, page 229, by Willard Rouse Jillson, and shows
that the survey was not made until 1798, after the formation
of various other counties:

“Richard Rixsey—s5,800 acres—Book 14, page 10—Survey 4-4-1798.
Fleming and Montgomery Counties—Licking and Triplett Creek.”

The fact that Richard Rixey, Jr., was an influential citizen
in his community has also been established by an examination
of the Court Order Books and the Minute Books of Fauquier
County. Several of these references have been included in the
chapter on Fauquier County records.
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Richard Rixey, Jr., served in the Revolutionary War as is
evidenced by the court records of Fauquier County. Under
date of March 24, 1778, we find a record of Richard Rixey
having heen recommended as First Lieutenant of Militia in the
County Court, and on May 25, 1778, he took the prescribed
oath. See pages 312 and 320. Fauquier County Court Minute
Book, 1773-1780. In the same Minute Book, on page 457,
under date of May 22, 1780, Richard Rixev was recommended
for Captaincy in the County Court, and on June 26, 1780, he
took the prescribed oath. See page 459.

So far as can be determined by the records thus far located,
Richard Rixey, Jr., was the onlv member of the Rixey family
living during the period of the Revolutionary War who was of
proper age for military service. Richard Riccia, his father, was
probably too old, for he died in 1786, and the eldest son of the
union of Richard Rixey, Jr., and Elizabeth (Morehead) Rixev,
John Rixey, was born November 25, 1770.

In McAllister’s “Virginia Militia in the Revolution,”. page
201, Captain Richard Rixey is mentioned as being from Fau-
quier County, the name being spelled “Rixie.” The McAllister
record states that Captain Richard “Rixie” was from Fauquier
County, and the records show that Richard Rixey, Jr., lived
in Fauquier County, whereas Richard Riccia lived from 1740
until the date of his death in 1786, in Prince William County.
The only other Richard Rixey living of whom we have any
record was the son of Richard Rixey, fr., and this boy was
probably only about seven years of age at the time of the sur-
render of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, on October 19, 1781.
We are, therefore, convinced that Richard Rixev, Jr., was the
Revolutionary soldier. He also furnished beef for the Amer-
ican soldiers during the Revolutionary War, as is evidenced by
the records of Fauquier County. (Order Book, March 26, 1782,
“Fauquier Soldiers and Claims.”)

The names of the children of Richard Rixey, Jr., and
Elizabeth (Morehead) Rixey, his wife, as given to me in 1882
by my father, were as follows: John, Richard, Samuel, Presley,
Charles, William, Mary and Virginia. 1 am not certain as
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to the exact order of birth, but I believe that this is substan-
tially correct as to the sons. [ am satisfied that Virginia should
come earlier in this list, as she is named in one of the Denny
Fairfax leases along with John and Richard, two of the older
brothers. See Deed Book 9, page 276, previously referred to
in the chapter, “IFauquier County Records.” In this deed she
is referred to as “Janney.” Mary also should come earlier in
the list, as she was married in 1792. '

In my search for information, 1 consulted the Bible of
Charles William Rixey, son of Captain William Rixey of
“Mount Pleasant,” and grandson of Richard Rixey, Jr. In a
sketch that he made in his Bible in 1853, he stated there were
six sons and six daughters, but he failed to name any of the
girls, and the records found so far mention only two, Virginia
and Mary. which are the two my father mentioned. There
were several other inaccuracies found in the Charles William
Rixey Bible. He named the six sons in this order, John, Pres-
ley, Richard, Samuel, Charles and William. It is interesting
to note that Richard Rixey, Jr., in his will on record in the
Clerk’s Office at Culpeper, Va., listed his sons in the same order
that they were given to me by my father in 1882. This will
was dated June 25, 1808, and is recorded in Will Book [,
page 308.

The only difference in the order given by Charles William
Rixey is that he named Presley second, while my father men-
tioned him fourth. If Presley was a twin brother to Samuel,
which I am confident is a fact, then Presley would of necessity
have to come later than the place accorded him by Charles Wil-
liam Rixey. There is a period of ten years between John and
Samuel, and we are absolutely certain of these dates being 1770
and 1780. I am inclined to think that both girls, Richard and
John were born before Samuel. I am placing Virginia first,
because there is a period of six years between the marriage date
of Richard Rixey, Jr., to Elizabeth Morehead and the birth of
John, who was the eldest son. T am placing Mary and Richard
between John and Samuel as there is a period of ten years
between them. The births of Virginia, Mary and Richard are
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the only dates unknown to me, however, I know that they were
among the older children. My father was very positive that
there were only two girls, and he named them and gave me the
names of the men whom they married.

Mary was married in 1792, and at that time her brother,
John, who signed the marriage bond, was 22 years of age.
Mary was probably not quite of age, for her father gave his
consent to the marriage in writing. (See Marriage Bond in
Clerk’s Office at Warrenton, Va.) The age of Samuel and
Presley at that time was twelve years, Charles was ten, and
William was only four years old. So it is evident that Mary
came between John and Samuel. ‘

Now with regard to Virginia, we can not le so positive, but
from the fact that she was a party to the Dennv Fairfax lease
with her brothers, John and Richard, in which lease she was
called “Janney,” it would seem to indicate that she was near
the same age as the two brothers named. (Deed Book 9, page
276, already referred to in the chapter on Fauquier County
records.) The will of Richard Rixey, Jr., recorded in the
Clerk’s Office at Culpeper, Va., makes a bequest to the two
children of his daughter, Mary Rixey Chancellor. The member
of the family of whom the least is known is Virginia.. The
only information which we have is the mention of her name in
the Denny Fairfax lease previously referred to and the state-
ment of my father in 1882, that he understood that she married
a Dowell and went to Kentucky. The Dowell name appears in
the records of both Prince William and Fauquier Counties,
but 1 was unable to locate the record of Virginia Rixey’s mar-
riage. All the marriage records in Prince William County
previous to the year 1865, were either destroved or lost during
the War Between the States, which may account for Virginia's
marriage record not being found.

In the 1913 Yearbook of the Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution in Kentucky, the following information is
given under “Land Bounty Warrants” :
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Warrant No. 857, William Dowell, 100 acres of land,
Private, Virginia Continental Line. Term: 3 years. June

19, 1783.

Warrant No. 1921, William Dowell, 100 acres of land,
Sergeant, Virginia Continental Line. Term: 3 years. October
27, 1783.

In the 1913 Yearbook referred to ahove, we also find a
reference to a certain John Dowell as having been in the Prince
William County, Va., Militia about 1756. This proves that
some members of the Dowell family of Virginia later moved to
Kentucky. We also find the Dowell name in Collins’ History
of Kentucky. A number of references are made to Collins’
History in the chapter on the Morehead family.

Richard Rixey, Jr., of Fauquier County, purchased 448 acres
of land in Culpeper County, Va., from John Pendleton and his
wife, on June 21, 1804. (Deed Book Z, page 66. Culpeper
County Records.) In September, 1805, he purchased 7414 acres
of land in the same county from Ann Mallory of Fauquier
County. (Deed Book AA, page 378, Culpeper County Rec-
ords.) On April 6, 1807, he purchased another tract of land,
13714 acres, in Culpeper County, from William Pendleton and
wife. (Deed Book BB, page 362, Culpeper County Records.)
Tt is believed that he moved to Culpeper County in 1804, about
the time he made his first purchase. His sons, with the excep-
tion of Richard, IIT, who remained in Fauquier County, also
moved from Fauquier County and settled in Culpeper County,
Va. John, Presley and Charles also purchased property in this
neighborhood, and later there was a village in this section
known as “Rixeyville.” Reference will be made to this later.

Richard Rixey, Jr., named his farm in Culpeper County, Va.,
“Mount Pleasant,” and it was here that he died in September,
1808. The name of this farm should not be confused with the
name of the home of his son, Charles, which was called
“Pleasant Hill,” by which name it is still known. The name
of the “Mount Pleasant” farm was changed to “Ellerslie,”
when it passed out of the hands of the Rixey family. This
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will be explained more fully under the sketch of his son, Wil-
liam Rixey, and his family, who inherited the property.

In Will Book E, page 308, Culpeper County records, is
recorded the will of Richard Rixey, Jr., dated June 25, 1808,
which was presented in court and proved on September 19,
1808. He left to his wife, Elizabeth (Morehead) Rixey, all the
land purchased of John and William Pendleton “whereon I
now live, etc.,”” during her natural life, or widowhood, and after
her death this tract of land was left to his youngest son, Wil-
liam Rixey. Two of his sons, Richard Rixey, T, and Samuel,
were executors, and as William was not of age, another son,
Presley, acted as his guardian in the settlement of the estate.

From the report of the executors, it appears that at the time
of his death, Richard Rixey, Jr., may have owned property in
Prince William as well as in Fauquier and Culpeper Counties.
In their accounts they charged for expenses for trips to Dum-
fries, Falmouth and Aquia. See Will Book I (Eye), page 136,
Culpeper County records.

We do not know the exact date of Elizabeth (Morehead)
Rixey’s death, but the inventory of her estate is dated August
21, 1821, and her will, dated July 5, 1815, is recorded in Will
Book H, page 354, Culpeper County records. It is believed
that Richard Rixey, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth (Morehead)
Rixey, were buried in the family burying ground at “Mount
Pleasant.”

The next sketch to be taken up will be that of Mary Rixey,
daughter of Richard Rixey, Jr., and Elizabeth (Morehead)
Rixey, his wife, who married Andrew Chancellor, on October
30, 1792. After which will be given the sketches of the six
sons and their families in order, or as nearly as we know the
order, using Roman numerals to indicate each son and his
descendants. Thus the eldest son, John, and his line will be T;
Richard and his line, IT; Samuel and his line, ITI; Presley and
his line, IV ; Charles and his line, V: and William and his
line, VL.



Mary Rixey

ARY RIXEY, called “Molly,” was the daughter of
% Richard Rixey, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth (More-
head) Rixey. I donot know any date except that of
@ N\ | her marriage, which was October 30, 1792, to
iﬁ Qfg Andrew Chancellor, according to the marriage
records of Fauquier County, Va., in which she is
called “Molly.” As was customary at that time, a marriage
bond was given, which was signed by Andrew Chancellor and
John Rixey, Mary's brother. It is probable that Mary was
under age at the time of her marriage, as her father gave his
consent in writing. 1f so, she must have been younger than
John, who was married the same year. John was twenty-two
years of age at the time of his marriage. See [Fauquier County
records, page 173, for marriage of Mary Rixey to Andrew
Chancellor. See also bond on file in the Clerk’s Office.

The first Chancellor of my acquaintance was Bernard Chan-
cellor of Middleburg, Loudoun County, Va., who was a stu-
dent with me at Roanoke College at Salem, Roanoke County,
Va., in 1883-1885. He had a brother named Carroll, who was
a lawver and for several years was the Mayor of Leesburg,
Va., where he is buried. Bernard also was a lawyer. He died
in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1931.

Chancellorsville, famous for the battles that occurred in
that vicinity during the War Between the States, is presumed
to have been named for the Chancellor family. The Rev.
Melzi Chancellor was a Baptist preacher, whose ministry was,
in part, in Spotsylvania County.

Mr. Charles J. Charters of Stafford County told me that his
mother was a Chancellor. About this time I also met a Mr.
Barbee of Prince William County, who told me that he was
related to the Rixeys through the Chancellors. In recent vears
1 became acquainted with Ashby Chancellor of Leesburg, Va.

With the above as a background, an examination was begun
of the Court records of Culpeper and adjoining counties. In
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the Clerk’s Office at Culpeper, Va., was found the will of
Richard Rixey, Jr., father of Mary Rixey Chancellor, which
contained valuable information. In this will two -bequests
were made by Richard Rixey, Jr.; to his granddaughter, Eliza-
beth Chancellor, one negro girl, “Kitty,” and to his grandson,
Samuel Chancellor, one mare colt. His sons, Richard and
Samuel, were named as executors in his will, which is dated
June 25, 1808, and is recorded in Will Book E, page 308.

Rappahannock County records gave additional information
as to the marriages of the Chancellor family and the purchase
of property.

After having collected the above information on the Chan-
cellor family, I was referred to Mr. George H. S. King of
Fredericksburg, Va., who furnished valuable information by
letter, which is quoted in this connection as it concerns that
branch of the family in which we are directly interested. It
is hoped that Mr. King will publish a genealogy of the entire
Chancellor family.

Mr. King’s letter reads, as follows:

“In answer to your request, I am glad to write the following
in regard to the Chancellor-Rixey connection for publication
in vour ‘Rixey Genealogy.’

“Mary Rixey, daughter of Richard Rixey, who died in 1808,
married on October 30, 1792, Andrew Monroe Chancellor,
son of John Chancellor and Jeane Monroe, his wife. He was
a first cousin of President James Monroe, was born in 1767,
and died October g, 1846, according to the old Chancellor
Bible. Mary Rixey Chancellor died about 1801, and Andrew
Monroe Chancellor married second his first cousin, Flizabeth
Wroe, of Prince William County, Virginia. She died Novem-
ber 10, 1858, leaving a will which was filed at Manassas. She
left no issue.

“Andrew Monroe Chancellor and his first wife, Mary, the
daughter of Richard Rixey, had issue: (1) Elizabeth Monroe
Chancellor (1795-1870). She married first on December 30,
1812, her second cousin, Chancellor Wroe. He died in March
of 1818, leaving an infant son, Andrew Demetrius Wroe, born
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August 1, 1817, and died December 13, 1882. He married his
cousin, Mary Jane Weedon, on December 28, 1848. They
had issue: 1 Andrew Chancellor Wroe (1849-1890). He
married Anna Blake, and died without issue. 2 John Catesby
Wroe (1851-1927) married Lucy Clarke, He left two sons,
Philip Chancellor Wroe of Scranton, Pa., and William Clarke
Wroe of Atlanta, Georgia. 3 Mary KFlizabeth Wroe (1854-
1873). 4 Nannie J. Wroe (1860-1904). She married Owen
Carpenter and left issue, one daughter, Elmira Carpenter.
5 Elmira £, Wroe, born in 1867, married Lawrence Monroe
Mims and resides in Spartanburg, S. C. 6 Philip Weedon
Wroe (1869-1900).

*Ilizabeth Monroe Chancellor Wroe, widow of Chancellor
Wroe, married second on February 25, 1825, Captain William
H. Barbee of FFauquier County, Va. They had issue five chil-
dren: Samuel, Jolin and Elizabeth, who all died unmarried, and
James and Katherine Barbee. James Barbee married the twins
of Austin B. Weedon—his cousins—Martha Ellen and Mary
IFrances Weedon. They had issue a number of children. James
and Chancellor Barbee reside in Washington, D. C., Henry
Barbee lives in Richmond, Va., while Charles Barbee lives riear
Manassas, Va. Katherine Barbee, daughter of Captain William
H. Barbee and Elizabeth M. C. W. Barbee, his wife, married a
Mr. Jones, and lived in Stafford County, Va.

“(II) Samuel Chancellor, second child and only son of
Andrew Monroe Chancellor and Mary Rixey, his wife, married
on August 26, 1816, Maria Ashby of Fauquier County, Va.,
and had nine children: William; Fitzgerald: John: Robert:
Livingston; Jennie, who married G. W. Hansbrough; James:
George W.; and Samuel Ashby Chancellor.

“George W. Chancellor, son of Samuel and Maria Ashby
Chancellor, his wife, was born August 12, 1837, and died
February 15, 1915. He married first Josephine Briggs on
May 8, 1861. They had issue two sons who died unmarried:
Samuel Chancellor (1871-1913), and Archibald Briggs Chan-
cellor (1869-1928). George W. Chancellor married second on
October 10, 1893, Julia K. Herndon, who survives him.
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“Samuel Ashby Chancellor, son of Samuel and Maria Ashby
Chancellor, his wife, married on July 24, 1848, Elizabeth Wal-
lace. They had two sons: William Chancellor and Dr. Rush
Wallace Chancellor, who married on November 16, 1876, Eilly
FEllzey. They are both deceased. Dr. Chancellor left two
daughters and one son—Misses Mildred and Helen Chancellor
of Washington, D. C., and Ashby Chancellor of Leesburg, Va.

“This accounts for all the descendants of Andrew Monroe
Chancellor and his wife, Mary, the daughter of Richard Rixey
of Culpeper County, Va., that I know anything about. I have
long been interested in the Chancellor Genealogy, and plan at
some future date to publish a Chancellor Genealogy myself—
running the lines to date. I should be glad to hear from any of
those interested in the Chancellor, Monroe or Wroe Gen-
ealogies, and shall be glad to give any data that I may have.

Very truly yours,
(Signed.) George Harrison Sanford King.”

1301 Prince IEdward Street,

Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Samuel Chancellor, ouly son of Mary (Rixey) Chancellor
and Andrew Monroe Chancellor, her husband, lived in Rap-
pahannock County, Va., where he died in 1873. His will men-
tioned five children living at that time, Samuel A. Chancellor,
John J. Chancellor, Mary V. Hansbrough, George W. Chan-
cellor and James M. Chancellor. (Will Book B, page 6, March
29, 1873.) :

Virginia Chancellor, only daughter of Samuel Chancellor
and Maria (Ashby) Chancellor, his wife, referred to in her
father’s will as Mary V. Hansbrough and in Mr. King's letter
as “Jennie,” was married to George W. “Hansborough,” No-
vember 11, 1851, by the Reverend W. H. Pendleton. (See
Marriage Records of Rappahannock County, Va.) Mr. King
later advised, under date of October 25, 1932, that she left
descendants now living in Salem, Va.



Tae Rixey GENEALOGY 47

Contract Regarding Slaves in auquicr County

The following contract recorded at Warrenton, Va., is inter-
esting in connection with the sketch of Mary Rixey Chan-
cellor. The man here referred to a